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After review of the proposed rulemalting, we offer the following comments : 

June 21, aoa6 

	

_-~ . ., 

	

L .a 

As an org~atucation that represents 33,000 of the Connnonwealth's real estate licensees, the 
Pennsylvania Association of REIiLTORS~ (PAR) Welcomes the opportunity to comment on the 
proposed regulation ̀ Tederally Mandated Education Criteria" (16A-7014) as published in the May 
27, 2006 edition of Tfie Penn ylr~unia Bxlletir~ 

The t;egulatory proposal L~rcsents a comprehensive revision of requiret~~ents relalit~ to Cducation 
and experience for initial cerdflcation; continuing education for renewal of certification ; standards of 
practice; and supervision of appzaisal assistants, Appraiser Qualifications Board (AQB) revisions 
regarding education and experience criteria eFfective January 1, 2(108 are alsa included. 

§36.1, §36.11, §36.712, §36.43, §36.224 and §36.2G~ 
'fhe dcflninon Af °'Distance Education" nECERR1t1t2R hn arf~fhcant to GArnrflefe a "written 
examination proctored by an official approved by the college, university or other course provider." 
While we agree that a proctored, written exam can be an important component to acyuiting a real 
estate certification, we do not believe that it should continue to be a Kequirement for continuing 
education . If the entire course can be completed online as a self-study opportunity, what is the 
T3oard's rationale for the proctored exam requirement for continuing education? l~lost online courses 
are designed with an online exam function that is either distributed throughout the coursC material 
to serve as a measure of mastery based learning and/or is given online as a final exam. "1"he 
requirement for a written and proctored exam may defeat the bcnc$ts of distance learning as far as 
providing options, flexibility and convenience. 

§3G.11(4) and §3G.12(4) 
These sections refez to approval fox distance education courses and state that a course is acceptable 
if it is approved by the Hoard and is presented by either (a) an accredited college or university, or (b) 
a course provider that has received approval from the International Distance education t .ettiftcation 
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Center ox the AQB through its Course Approval Program It appears that L11rsC sections refer to 
primary providers who would devdop the course and rcccavc approval for tht course design and 
delivery_ How does the Board intend to address coursas taught by secondary providers? 

§36.13 Experience options for preparation of appraisal reports 
Regarding §36.13 (a)(1)(i), the Real Estate Licensing and Registration Act covers G3 P.S . §§455.1U1-
455.90~ not 455.901 as stated. 

§36.5a Sup~rviaion of appraiisal aa$iataet 
Regarding §36-54(1), we commend the Tioard for adding the provision to require certified rcsidendal 
real estate appraisers and cerdfted general real estate appraisers who utilize an appraisal assistant to 
provide written noti9caaon to the Board when the assistant begins to work For the appraiser . We 
believe this provision will assist the Board greatly in tr:~cking the number of appraisal assistants 
practicing in hcnngylvania . 

Regarding §36.54(2), we also applaud the Boaed for Including the new requirement that will hold 
cc~aficd residential real estate appraisers and certified general real estate appraisers accountable far 
the contents of the appraisal report where the appraisal assistant was of help . "This obligation will 
help the Bureau of Enforcement and Investigation to charge appraisers who allow the ir assistants to 
sign and/or file reports on their behalf without ever reading the contents of the report. 

Regarding §36.54(3)(1), wr ask the Boaed to explain its rationale for allowing appraisal assistants to 
work unaccompanied after a tninimutn of 300 hours . The Board's current regulation restates a 
supervisor to accompany the a,~;5isgnt on all inspections until the assistant bcwmcs certified. "t'he 
AcZe requires that a supervising appraiser personally inspect each appraised property with the 
appraiser trainee anal the supervising appraiser detemvnes the appraiser trainee is competent under 
USPAP. The Board has revised language to rarallel the AQB language of competency, but we 
question how the Board deternuned that 300 hours was sufficient cxpcxicncc. 

We appreciate the opportunity to share our view;, o~s..this proposed regulation . Should you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact us . 

Sincerely, 
~Dcrcrrdd zlpdc~myc 
Director, Government Affairs 


